
The Larapinta Trail  
West MacDonnell National Park 

What is it? 



• An iconic arid environment long distance hike in the spectacular West MacDonnell 
National Park. 

• 12 sections of trail over 223km from Alice Springs Telegraph Station in the east to 
Mt Sonder in the west, connection the highlights of the West MacDonnell 
National Park. 





History 
• 1986-87 – The idea. 
• 1988 – The first section from Alice Springs Telegraph Station to Simpsons Gap, 

built by prisoners. 
• Final section completed in 2002 and officially opened as the complete 223 km 

hiking trail 



What did it cost? 
The trail was built over such a long period that it has been difficult to calculate but 
it is estimated that construction contracts and basic facilities would have 
amounted to about $2m.  
 
Since then, ongoing investment in upgraded infrastructure and standards along 
with maintenance on the trail would conservatively have exceeded $1m, and 
growing. 
 
Annual maintenance costs and operational costs would be in excess of $100,000. 



The Regional Benefits 
• The Larapinta Trail has rapidly become a must do long distance hike.  
• This makes it a major attraction and economic driver for the Red Centre. 
• Four major commercial operators providing a range of guided tour products along 

the trail. 
• These companies probably catered to slightly more than 1000 clients in 2014. 
  



• In addition, at least another 1000 independent walkers  
• Average tour price is approximately $2000 = $2m 
• Average airfares probably in the vicinity of $800 = $1.6m 
• Typically a walker will spend at least 2 nights in accommodation in Alice Springs 

or else where in the region = 2000 x 2 @ $120/night = $480,000 
• Walkers are probably spending at least $100/day on other expenses while in 

town = $400,000 
• Around 800 walkers have used a transfer service to access the trail @ est $150 

=$120,000.  
• Estimated 2014 economic benefit $4.6m 

 



What is the Future? 
• Wouldn’t we all love to know that! 
• We know that the Parks and Wildlife Commission and Tourism NT will continue to 

market the trail.  
• Commercial Operators will continue to market and promote the trail and their 

product.  
• The Northern Territory Government, through the Parks and Wildlife Commission  

will continue to invest in the trail, with new and upgraded infrastructure, trail 
maintenance and  management.   

• We expect to have the four commercial tour companies operating out of eight 
separate sub-leased camp sites within the park in 2015. 




